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A 12 ounce New York strip.

Grand Rapids, MI | amwaygrand.com | 616.774.2000

Turn it into something Grand.

The Grill at 1913 is an elegant steakhouse located in the heart of the downtown 
entertainment district – making it the perfect locale for a refined dinner or casual lunch.  

A dinner at The Grill at 1913 will bring to your table USDA Prime steaks and the finest cuts of 
lamb, beef, veal and pork. Excellent seafood and chicken selections are also available – 
prepared to your liking. Enjoy our complete wine list and full bar service as you dine. Be 
sure to conclude your meal with one of our signature desserts.

The Grill at 1913.

Complimentary valet parking or free self parking. Make reservations online at amwaygrand.com
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While you manage their health...

Think of your Fifth Third Private Client Advisor 

as your primary financial care provider.We understand

the unique business issues you face each day and provide

professional assistance with everything from insurance

strategies1 and equipment financing to employee benefits

and cash management solutions.We can even help you

when the time comes to sell your practice.Your Private

Client Advisor will work closely with you to help strengthen

your financial health and well-being throughout the life of

your practice.

...let us manage your wealth.

k

Bank

To arrange a consultation with a Private Client Advisor,
call Tim Haberling at 616-653-5603

W E A LT H  P L A N N I N G   |   I N V E S T M E N T  S E RV I C E S 1

T R U S T  S E RV I C E S   |   P R I VAT E  BA N K I N G 2 |   R I S K  M A N AG E M E N T

1Fifth Third Bancorp provides access to investments and investment services through various subsidiaries, including Fifth Third Securities, Inc.,
member NASD/SIPC.  Fifth Third Securities, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Fifth Third Bank.

Investments, including stocks, bonds and mutual funds are:

Insurance made available through Fifth Third Insurance Agency, Inc.

Not FDIC Insured May Lose Value

Not Insured By Any Federal Government Agency

Offer No Bank Guarantee

Not A Deposit

*Fifth Third does not provide tax or legal advice. Please contact your tax accountant or attorney for advice pertinent to your personal situation.

2Private Banking bank products provided by Fifth Third Bank. Member FDIC.      Equal Housing lender.

...let us manage your wealth.



You Are Invited 

to The Joint Meeting of 
the Kent County Medical Society and 
the Kent County Osteopathic Association

       
                      TUESDAY
          MARCH 13, 2007

          - Topic - 
            CSI: Grand Rapids

                                     - Speaker -
           Stephen D. Cohle, MD
           Forensic Pathologist
          Kent County Medical Examiner

Watermark Country Club
1600 Galbraith SE
(off Cascade Road, East of Spaulding Avenue)

Social 6:15 PM       Dinner 7:00 PM



I would like to challenge you to be good stewards.  As phy-
sicians, stewardship should involve careful and conservative 
use of  our time, talents, finances, and resources.  Certainly we 
pay taxes, plenty of  them!  We subsidize the federal govern-
ment in Medicare cuts.  We make large donations by accept-
ing Medicaid payments.  Shouldn’t that really cover our social 
responsibilities?

It is interesting to note the discrepancies in charitable giving 
in the US.  East and West coasts fall short of  giving in com-
parison to the Midwest both in percentage of  income and in 
actual dollars.  We have recognized the glaring needs through-
out the US and the world.  Area physicians donate free care 
through Booth Clinic, through Project Access, and Heal the 
Children.  They travel internationally to provide medical care 
and corrective surgeries.

But needs are still overwhelming.  At home significant num-
bers of  children would go without breakfast 
each day if  not for school meal programs.  The 
elderly choose between food, home heating, 
and their medications.  Small busi-
ness can only provide minimum 
wage jobs and no health care ben-
efits for their full time employ-
ees.  Up to 47,000,000 in the US are uninsured.  Their care is 
neglected, then subsidized as pricey emergency care paid by 
others at an inflated hospital cost.  We pay for international 
poverty through increased terrorism risks.  We pay for lack of  
international health care with AIDS devastation of  the conti-
nent of  Africa.  In response, families cease to exist, children 
become rebel soldiers, countries collapse in civil war, and 
economies are destroyed by an absence of  working adults.

How do you spend your time?  Do your patients get their fair 
share of  your time or are you buried by paperwork?  Does 
hunting down your labs turn you into a retriever?  Do person-
al issues turn you into less of  a person?  Do hospital politics 
and procedures leave you hanging around like a chad?  

The last I knew we were not employed by Ford or work-
ing on an assembly line.  High office overhead costs con-
sume income so we are reduced to counting production, unit 
price, and piece work.  Efficient billing practices allow time 
for Medicaid patients and Project Access office visits.  Con-
sistency in collecting co-pays and balances make room for 

right offs, time spent in clin-
ics, and resident teaching.  
Accurate and prompt insur-
ance billing relieves financial 
pressure of  office overhead 
allowing us time for our-
selves and our families.  

Do you take care of  yourself ?  
Are you as rested for surgery 
as you are on vacation?  Are 
you as well read in your next patient’s history as you are the 
next political debate?  Are personal distractions preventing you 
from hearing what your patient is really telling you?  Has the 
cloud of  alcohol or drugs ever fogged your vision?  Are you 
honest enough with yourself  to recognize a health problem 
that could cause you to lose your way in mapping patient care?  
Are you honest with your peers and hospital in confronting in-
adequate care or hospital practices?  Do you make your CME 
and Board re-certification well-used time?

We have resources available to us that many others do not.  
As good stewards of  the resources entrusted to us, we have 
the opportunity to pinch our pennies twice.  Unused sample 
medications are appreciated by our patients or can be do-
nated to area clinics.  Keep in mind the US military studies 
showing the effectiveness of  outdated antibiotics and even 
outdated office samples, may be appropriately donated inter-
nationally.  Pharmaceutical companies will honor requests for 
medications and supplies for international donations through 
mission trips.  Used office equipment such as computers and 
furniture can be donated and recycled.  Opened but unused 
sterile office and OR supplies can be repackaged and shipped 
via International Aid to areas of  need worldwide.  Recent 
medical journals and used text books are also desperately 
needed.

I urge you to think about new ways to be a good steward and 
creatively use your resources.  Challenge yourself  and others 
everyday.

President’s Message
Kent County Medical Society

Stewardship 
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Judith A. hiemenga, MD

“Does hunting down your 
labs turn you into a retriever?”



In 2006 we reduced rates 
while increasing coverage 
33%-100%. In 2007 we’re 
offering the same great rates
and Michigan’s best value.

American Physicians stands for quality, value 

and reliability. We’re committed to providing

Michigan doctors with superior coverage, highly

competitive rates and an exceptional list of

benefits offered only by American Physicians.

• We’re the first and only insurer in 
Michigan to increase annual aggregate 
limits by 33% - 100%. 

• We offer the lowest overall rates in 
many counties.

• We provide a FREE risk management 
assessment ($1500 value) for all newly 
insured practices. 

• Our claims-free discounts can save you 
up to 15%.

• Enjoy the value of membership in MSMS
or MOA – 3% discount.

• Choose the best coverage for you – 
occurrence, claims-made, or claims-made 
with pre-paid tail coverage.

• Get optimal rates with our innovative 
underwriting and risk analysis. 

Practice with confidence and receive the 

standard-setting value that has made 

American Physicians the choice of Michigan’s

best doctors since 1976. For more information,

call 1-800-748-0465 or see our web site:

www.apassurance.com

Exclusively endorsed by the Michigan State Medicial Society and a preferred partner of the Michigan Osteopathic Association  •  Highly Rated by A.M. Best  •  Headquartered in Michigan

Last Year We Saved Michigan Doctors

Over $3 Million!
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Next month (April), the Kent 
County Medical Society (KCMS) 
delegation will attend the annual 
Michigan State Medical Society 
(MSMS) House of  Delegates.  
The KCMS delegates and alter-
nate delegates are elected by you 
to represent you at this policy-
setting meeting.  The House of  
Delegates then gives MSMS the 
direction it needs to affect change 
for medicine.

The MSMS House of  Delegates 
functions much like the United 
States House of  Representatives.  
Resolutions (bills) are submitted 
by MSMS members and the vari-
ous county medical societies to 
improve the practice of  medicine 
and improve your patients’ health.  
Resolutions are assigned to com-

mittees where they are debated 
before the committees make rec-
ommendations to the full House.  
The House then considers the 
recommendations, debate them 
if  necessary, and finally develop 

policy (instead of  law).  All this 
occurs on the last weekend in 
April.

The process for creating resolu-
tions is interesting here in Kent 
County.  Topics for possible res-
olutions usually get their genesis 
from the situations that upset you 
about the practice of  medicine.  
These could be low reimburse-
ment, unnecessary paperwork, 
recertification hassles, unfair in-
surance company practices, un-
funded government mandates, 
and the like.

A portion of  the KCMS mission 
states, “The Kent County Medi-
cal Society is a professional as-
sociation, uniting the physicians 
in Kent County into a mutual, 

neutral organization…”, and no 
where is this more evident than 
with the KCMS delegation.  In 
February, the delegation meets for 
a Resolution Brainstorm Meeting 
to ferret out ideas for resolutions.  

This year, the 
meeting was attended by young 
and older physicians; a 30-year 
veteran on the delegation and 
newly elected members; primary 
care and sub-specialists; clinic 
physicians, hospital-based physi-
cians and nursing home physi-
cians; doctors from large groups 
and solo practices; minority phy-
sicians; male and female; practic-
ing and retired; Saints and Spec-
trum physicians.

As you can see, the KCMS del-
egation is pretty diverse.  Hospi-
tal affiliation is rarely brought up.  
Issues occurring in one specialty 
are a concern for other special-
ties.  Delegation members show 
genuine care for each other and 
their issues.  It’s refreshing to see 

everyone getting along, sharing 
specialty jokes, laughing with each 
other, and coming together for 
the greater good of  medicine.

one to Ponder
Kent County Medical Society

“Issues occurring in one specialty are a
concern for other specialties.”

Diverse, 
    Yet Together    

Chip McClimans



1-12-6 KCMS.indd   1 12/6/06   2:00:28 PM
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As you are aware, considerable effort has been 
directed to planning for the possibility of an 
influenza pandemic.  On the federal level, the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) has identified priority groups that will 
be considered for the early administration of 
anti-viral and/or vaccination treatment as they 
become available.  Health care workers and the 
highest risk patients are designated to receive 
these treatments on a priority basis.

In our planning for pandemic flu, it has be-
come evident that any distribution of govern-
ment sponsored anti-viral or vaccine therapy 
will likely come via the local health depart-
ment.  Two options exist for the distribution 
of these therapies to high priority groups:

Pull Model – Pharmaceuticals are dispensed 
at a central location by the local health depart-
ment with support from staff of local emergen-
cy response agencies.  Each person is required 
to be screened before any product is dispensed.  
Local health care workers would need to leave 
their jobs and potentially wait in long lines 
during a time when they can least afford to be 
out of the office.

Push Model - Pharmaceuticals are dispensed 
to the workplace of health care workers. Hos-
pitals, medical groups, and private practice 
physicians can dispense anti-virals or vaccine 
much more efficiently to their employees while 
minimizing the time away from their duties.

In a pandemic situation, solely using central-
ized dispensing sites staffed by the health de-
partment to distribute anti-viral medications 
and/or influenza vaccine will not be sufficient.  
Thus, the Kent County Health Department is 
implementing a plan in which hospitals, large 
medical groups, and private practice physi-
cians can serve as a dispensing site for their 
health care employees and high risk patients.  
To successfully carry out this plan, KCHD is 
assembling a database of all licensed physicians 
in Kent County so that we may account for all 
possible locations in our distribution plan.

In the next few months, you will be receiving 
a letter and a brief survey from KCHD asking 
you to identify the number and types of health 
care workers at your facility.  Additionally 
some basic aggregate patient information will 
be requested, such as the estimated number of 
patients with co-morbidities such as diabetes 
and heart disease.

It is imperative that you or your designee 
complete the survey.  Your presence in our 
data base may directly affect your ability to 
obtain these therapies for yourself, your co-
workers, and your patients.  

Thank you in advance for your prompt atten-
tion to this important matter.

Kent County HealtH dePartMent
 

Dispensing Anti-Virals/Vaccine 
                 during an Influenza Pandemic

Mark hall, MD, MPh
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Kent County Health Department Communicable Disease Section
700 Fuller N.E. Phone (616) 632-7228
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 Fax (616) 632-7085 Notifiable diseases reported for Kent County
www.accesskent.com/health residents through end of month listed above.

AIDSa (Cumulative Total - 744) 7 7 2
AMEBIASIS 0 0 0
CAMPYLOBACTER 3 3 3
CHICKEN POXb 89 89 31
CHLAMYDIA 286 286 157
CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS 1 1 N/A
E. COLI O157:H7 1 1 0
GIARDIASIS 12 12 5
GONORRHEA 101 101 103
H. INFLUENZAE DISEASE, INV 0 0 N/A
HEPATITIS A 1 1 1
HEPATITIS B (Acute) 0 0 0
HEPATITIS C (Acute) 0 0 0
HEPATITIS C (Chronic/Unknown) 20 20 30
INFLUENZA-LIKE ILLNESSc 5071 5071 2222
LEGIONELLOSIS 1 1 N/A
LYME DISEASE 0 0 N/A
MENINGITIS, ASEPTIC 0 0 1
MENINGITIS, BACTERIAL, OTHERd 1 1 1
MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE, INV 0 0 N/A
MUMPS 0 0 0
PERTUSSIS 0 0 0
SALMONELLOSIS 2 2 2
SHIGELLOSIS 1 1 0
STREP, GRP A, INV 3 3 N/A
STREP PNEUMO, INV 5 5 N/A
SYPHILIS (Primary & Secondary) 2 2 0
TUBERCULOSIS 3 3 0
WEST NILE VIRUS 0 0 0

Kawasaki Disease 1
Psittacosis 1

a. Due to a national effort to de-duplicate the HIV/AIDS Reporting System, there was a change in the numbers reported as of 8/1/06.
b. Individual chickenpox case reporting became mandatory on 9/1/05, which may result in an increase in numbers.
c. Influenza-like illness numbers increased in 2005 due to a change in school reporting of communicable diseases.
d. "Meningitis, Bacterial, Other" includes cases caused by bacteria OTHER THAN H. influenzae, N. meningitidis, or S. pneumoniae.
N /A Data not available.
*4-year (instead of 5-year) median cumulative is provided for HIV/AIDS due to change in the reporting system in 2004

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES OF LOW FREQUENCY

Notifiable Disease Report
January, 2007

DISEASE NUMBER REPORTED MEDIAN CUMULATIVE
This Month Cumulative 2007 Through Jan 2002-2006

NUMBER REPORTED
Cumulative 2007

DISEASE
Cumulative 2007

NUMBER REPORTED DISEASE
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allianCe Message
Kent County Medical Society

Heartbeat
Despite the weather, 
the Charity ball was a smashing success!CHARITY BALL FOR CHILDREN  

March 5, 6, 7, 2007
Collecting sample & surplus medicines – dated October 2007 or later 
o   Eyeglasses, microscopes, sterile gloves, surgical & medical supplies
o   Stethoscopes, slides, x-ray equipment, sterilizers, etc.
o   PDR’s – 2 years old or newer

Any questions call Sue Condit (942-5105) or Connie Mead (361-1719)

_____________  KCMSA MARCH MED DRIVE PICK-UP _____________



SURF & TURF DINNER PARTY!
SURF AND TURF DINNER PARTY!

A KCMSA fund raiser to benefit KCMSAF

This is a fun evening – open to family and friends so get a table together for great food and a relaxing, 
entertaining night. Enjoy fresh lobster and/or steak prepared on site. The Gourmet Club will provide 
appetizers and desserts. There will be a cash bar.

 Questions? Contact Holly Jones 575-9058 hollyhiraijones@comcast.net or 
Mary Crawford 940-0998marycraw@comcast.net.

Date: Friday, March 23, 2007 Time:  7pm Social Hour, 8pm Dinner
Location:  Marc Stewart’s Guest House, 636 Stocking Ave. NW,  Grand Rapids

We need your orders by Wednesday, March 16, 2007.
Dinner Order Form

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Name:___________________________________ Number attending:______

Phone:________________ Cell: _______________

Dinner choices: λ  Fresh Lobster dinner $45.00 ea

λ  Steak Dinner $45.00 ea

λ  Lobster & Steak $65.00 ea.

Payment must accompany reservation – payment can be included with Surf and Turf Sale order.

Return to: KCMSA Foundation, 1995 Forest Shores, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Make checks payable to: KCMSAF

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL FRESH
LOBSTER

 STEAK SURF AND 
TURF

If you have a table of eight we will reserve a table for you please call or e-mail your reservation!



SURF AND TURF SALE
2007

TO	BENEFIT
Kent	County	Medical	Society	Alliance	Foundation

A	non-profit	corporation	providing	funding	for
Charitable	projects	in	our	community	and

Hope	Community	Day	Care

PICK-UP: Friday,	March	23,	2007	at	340	Gracewood	S.E.,	Grand	Rapids	(Mary	Crawford’s)
Time:		11:30am	–	2:30pm	
Questions:		Call	Marianne	Delevan	949-6674	or	Mary	Crawford	940-0998

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS: Wednesday,	March	16,	2007

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Order Now! Use this form

Item Quantity Price
Fresh Live Lobster -	$17.00	ea.
1	¼	lbs.	average
Frozen Lobster Tails -	$16.00	ea.
Cooked Cocktail Shrimp -	$9.00	ea.
1	lb.	bag	41-50	count
Filet Mignon –
8oz.	individual	steaks	@	$20.00	ea	or
5	lbs.	box	@	$165.00	(approx.	10/box)

Boxes	(#) Individual	Steak	(#)

New York Strip Steaks -
12	oz.	individual	steaks	@	$12.00	ea	or
5	lbs.box	@	$80.00	(approx	7/box)

Boxes	(#) Individual	Steak	(#)

TOTAL PRICE $

Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________	Cell	Phone: ________________________

Please enclose check or money order payable to KCMSAF
Mail order	form	to:	KCMSA	SURF	AND	TURF	SALE,

1995	Forest	Shores	S.E.,	Grand	Rapids,	MI	49546

SURF & TURF SALE 2007



allianCe Message
Kent County Medical Society

Alliance Legislative Report
Dear KCMSA Members:

The November and December Legislative meetings dealt with information regarding election results and their impact at the 
Michigan Senate and House levels.  The Senate remains in Republican control (21-17) with term limits affecting several seats.  
The House of  Representatives will have its first leadership turnover since 1998 with the Democrat Party in control (58-52).  It is 
felt there will be no room for extremist political views in either party with the divisions in both the Senate and House so close.  
With many unexpected changes due to election results, the “Lame Duck” expectations were such that nothing of  importance 
would be attempted to pass through the House or Senate before the end of  the year.  The bill most likely to be taken up during 
the Lame Duck session would be the insurance industry auto no-fault and managed care related to auto trauma.

The Single Business Tax (SBT) will be the focus for 2007 and was too complicated to be passed before the year end.  There are 
many interested groups that have a stake in the SBT changes.  For the most part, the proposed changes in the SBT will not have 
much effect on physicians and medicine at this point in time.

The concerns for 2007 related to medicine are renewed interest in the 4% Provider Tax driven by the Governor, scope of  prac-
tice issues, and possibly (hopefully remote) changes in Michigan’s tort reform.  These issues will be determined by the minority 
and majority leaderships.

Rep. Nancy Johnson, chair of  the Health Policy Committee, lost her re-election.  It is possible (hopeful) that Rep. Kevin Green 
(R-77th District) could chair or vice chair the Health Policy Committee.  There will also be a new chair to the Department of  
Community Health Subcommittee which oversees the Medicaid budget.

Two physicians were successful due to help for the physician community in promoting their candidacy.  They are Rep. Roger 
Kahn, MD (R-94th District) who will complete his term in the Michigan House and will then be sworn into the Senate in January 
and Sen. Tom George, MD (R-20th District).

The Michigan Doctors’ Political Action Committee (MDPAC) announced that 94% of  its endorsed candidates won their respec-
tive elections.  This is especially important regarding tort reform protection, Medicaid funding, scope of  practice, and profes-
sional liability.

At the Federal level, Medicare cuts did not go through thanks to strong lobbying and the calls, e-mails, and letters sent by physi-
cians, patients, etc.

The January Legislative Meeting was canceled.

It is important that all members of  KCMSA and KCMS continue their active participation in legislative matters pertaining to the 
practice of  medicine and health care.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandi Winson and Deb Droste

THERE’S A  NEW 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 
                  THAT IS JUST WAITING TO TAKE OFF!! 

Parents and children looking to meet and connect with other 
parents and young children, birth to 5 years. Open to the 
many possibilities of  the when, where and how often.

Please contact Gina Figurski 
Phone: 534-6942 
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allianCe Message
Kent County Medical Society

ALLiANCE CALENDAR
Event: Book Club
Please note that book club has been changed to Tuesday’s

Place: Schuler’s Cafe on 28th Street

Time: 12:00 PM in Schuler’s Cafe for lunch (optional) and 

socializing.  

Book discussion begins at 12:30 PM. This event is open to 
friends and family

Date: March 20, 2007 (Tuesday) -The Glass Castle, by Jeannette Walls

Date: April 17, 2006 (Tuesday) -Water for Elephants, by Sara Gruen
If  you would like to make suggestions for next year’s selections, 
please drop an email to Beth Junewick at ejunewick@comcast.net 

Scrapbook Club –  Pages in Time on Plainfield.
contact Francesca Wiseman, wiseman@earthlink.net

Gourmet Club – contact Mary Crawford, 
marycraw@comcast.net  

ALLiANCE CALENDAR
EVENT: Med Drive (see page 13)

EVENT: Surf and Turf Sale (see page 14)

EVENT: Surf and Turf Dinner (see page 15)

Of  the positions I have held so far as a 
member of  the Kent County Medical So-
ciety Alliance, the position of  President 
of  the Foundation has by far been the 
most rewarding.    This year, the other 
Foundation Board members and I had 
the pleasant job of  distributing monies 
to organizations in the form of  mini-
grants.  Requests made to the Foundation 
can cover items or services for programs 
that directly affect the health of  individu-
als in our community.

Of  course the downside is that there is a 
finite amount of  funds and a significant 
number of  grant requests.   To be sure, 
the process of  deciding who is more in 
need can sometimes be difficult.   How-
ever, in reviewing applications we have 
the opportunity to better get acquainted 
with the many organizations around us 
who do  important, nearly unnoticed 
work everyday or individuals who deal 

with a disability or illness with incredible 
grace and optimism.

So far this year, the KCMSA Foundation 
has funded mini-grants to for the follow-
ing:
• $2,000 for a bed lift for a patient with 
cerebral palsy who before was using a 
tractor pulley to get from bed to wheel-
chair
• $1,000 to Children’s Assessment Ser-
vices to help cover emergency intake ser-
vices for children who have been sexu-
ally assaulted
• $1,500 to Gilda’s Club of  Grand Rap-
ids for a children’s grief  program
• Over $5,000 to Mary Free Bed Reha-
bilitation programs for items for patients 
such as a special needs strollers, car con-
version kits for a stroke patient who 
will now be able to drive, an emergency 
switch for a hands-free phone system 
for an MS patient and a swim float for a 

young boy with Cerebral Palsy who loves 
to swim
• $1200 to the American Medical Asso-
ciation Foundation which will help fund 
medical school scholarships and public 
health initiatives sponsored by the AMA
• $1000 to the Citizens Advisory Council 
of  Kent County for a program that pro-
vides job and career training to juveniles 
in the justice system

I am proud to say our Board makes a 
concerted effort to be thoughtful and re-
sponsible stewards of  the money raised 
–your generous donations to various 
KMCSA fundraisers – to help promote 
health and well being in Kent County.

Melissa Chillag
KCMSA President

KCMSA Foundation Update
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Please join us for the 
KCMSA 

Annual Spring Luncheon and 
Installation of Officers

              
April 17, 2007    

12 noon at Cascade Country Club
Invitations will be mailed.

   

Save the Date:  





Do you know what will happen to your wealth 
in the next 

3,000 Days!

Within the next 3,000 days our country will begin going through the 
most dramatic demographic shift in its history.  If your retirement 
is based solely on the success of the stock market, there are facts 
that you MUST be aware of. Let us show you how you can preserve 
the wealth you have.

Call for a Free Portfolio Analysis.   
616.949.9599

The Future of investing is dark.
Do you have a plan?

	 833 Kenmoor Ave. SE, Suite F    Securities offered through The O.N. Equity Sales Company   
Grand Rapids, MI 49546       Member NASD/SIPC, One Financial Way, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242
616.949.9599 513.794.6794                                                  

Leonard A. Renier, “Sudden Impact”, Infinity Publishing. Copyright  c 1995.
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It seems redundant, our messages, and those words, but 
they are sincere.  Thanks to thousands of  donated hours 
by KCMS and KCOA physician volunteers, comple-
mented by hospital teams, physical therapists, translators 
and even volunteer drivers, YOU have made so much 
possible.

We are pleased and proud to share 2006 Year End statis-
tics for Project Access.  The team of  six staff  members 
screens clients on the phone, mentors them 1:1, links 
them with a volunteer physician, connects them with 
medications prescribed by participating physicians and 
directs them to local community programs.  

In the spring of  2006, Project Access received a gen-
erous gift by a Western Michigan University student 
working toward a PhD in Public Health Administra-
tion.  Raymond Higbea, PhD created survey tools to use 
to gain information from Project Access patients.  The 
survey was mailed to current patients at the time and a 
total of  52% were returned.  Patients provided informa-
tion on previous health access, illnesses, etc.  They were 
asked to provide input in a comment section.  Pages 
of  anonymous comments are available in this issue for 
you and your office staff  to enjoy.  YOU are making a 
difference in the lives of  patients, we all are, and Project 

Access through its collection of  gifts of  care can finally 
track that information.

Finally, as the Project Access program grows, our Board 
will have more interesting work to tackle:  sustainability 
in our funding, website development and improved com-
munication with physician offices, program development 
and much more.  We are seeking representation by MDs 
and DOs willing to represent their respective associa-
tion.  Please consider a position on the Board.  Position 
descriptions may be obtained through Karlin Sevensma, 
DO or Jay LaBine, MD or Patricia Dalton at the Project 
Access office (235-0000).  

Thank you again for all you do for Project Access clients.  
Now more than ever, Project Access is a visible, viable 
safety net in Kent County – thanks to the physicians who 
participate.    

“It is hard to find the words to describe how grateful 
I am to Participate in project Access.  It gave me hope 
when there was none.  Thank you.”

“The program is an answer to prayer.  I have been able 
to get the meds I need and see a great doctor found for 
me.  Thank you so much.”

uPdate
“A Thousand THANK YOUs”

Robert C. Richard, MD, board Chair
Jeffrey M. Stevens, Do, board vice Chair

PROJECT ACCESS FACTS & FIGURES  - 2006 Year End Statistical Report
Primary	Care	Referrals:	 (Patients	Enrolled	and	Referred	to	Primary	Care	Physicians)	 	 387	(up	from	365	last	report)

Specialty	Care	Referrals	for	Project	Access	Primary	Care	Patients:		 	 	 351	(up	from	318	last	report)

Clinic	Referrals	to	Specialists:		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 361	(up	from	340	last	report)

Total of Individuals helped:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 748

Medication	Assistance	Enrollments:		(Patients	Enrolled	in	KHP-Medication	Assistance	program)	 265	(average	of	3	per	person)
																																(Patients	Enrolled	in	Prescription	Assistance	Programs	with	drug	manufacturers)	 		60	(average	of	2	per	person)

Total	Gifted	Care:			Value	given	by	physicians	and	hospitals	since	inception	 	$1,656,152		

																																Donated	care	January	through	December	2006					 																	$1,292,363	
	 	 																							Hospital	Charity	Care	Programs	 																	$875,562.89	(appx	68%)	
	 	 																							Physician	Care		 	 																	$416,800.01	(appx	32%)	

Total	donated	care	for	2005	(8	months)	 		 	 	$363,789



DUSTIN J. BRAUNREITER, MD (Active)
Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine
Pediatrics (Board Certified)

B.A.:  University of Montana, Missoula, MT 1996
Medical School:  Albert Einstein College of Medicine, 
Yeshiva University, 2000
Internship:  New York University Hospital Program, 
New York, NY, Pediatrics, 2000 – 2001
Residency:  New York University Hospital Program, 
New York, NY, Pediatrics, 2001 – 2003
Fellowship:  University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, 
Neonatal-Perinatal, 2003 – 2006
Address:  100 Michigan Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI, 49503, 
391-1714
Sponsor:  Thomas Shaw, MD

BRETT T. BRINKER, MD (Active)
Hemotology
Oncology

B.S.:  Ohio State University, Columbus, OH 1995
Medical School:  Emory University School of Medicine, 
Atlanta, GA, 2000
Internship/Residency:  Emory University, Atlanta, GA, 
Internal Medicine, 2000 – 2003
Fellowship:  Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, 
Chicago, IL, 2003- 2006
Address:  710 Kenmoor SE #200, Grand Rapids, MI  49546, 
954-9800
Sponsor:  Alan Campbell, MD

STEVEN L. GELFAND, MD (Active)
Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine (Board Certified)

B.S.: Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, 1994
Medical School:  Medical College of Ohio, Toledo, OH, 1998
Internship:  William Beaumont Hospital, 1998 -1999
Residency: William Beaumont Hospital, Internal Medicine, 
Pediatrics, 1999 – 2002
Fellowship:  Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital, 
Cleveland, OH, 2002 – 2005
Address:  100 Michigan Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI, 49503, 
391-1714
Sponsor:  Thomas Shaw, MD

MARCY S. LARSON, MD (Active)
Pediatrics (Board Certified)

B.S.:  Luther College, B.A., 1996
Medical School: Roy & Lucille Carver College of Medicine, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 2000
Internship and Residency:  University of Iowa Hospitals, 
Iowa City, IA, Pediatrics, 2000-2003
Address:  877 Forest Hill SE, Grand Rapids, MI, 49546, 949-4465
Sponsor:  Susan Wakefield, MD

CHRISTOPHER C. MASSIN, DO (Active)
Diagnostic Radiology (Board Certified)
Interventional Radiology/Neuroradiology

B.S.:  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 1984
Medical School:  Michigan State University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, East Lansing, MI 1993
Internship:  Sparrow Hospital, Lansing, MI, 1993 – 1994
Residency:  Michigan State University, Diagnostic Radiology, 1994 – 1996;
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, Diagnostic Radiology, 1996 – 2000
Fellowships:  William Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak, MI, 
Vascular IR, 2000 – 2001; 
Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI, Neuroradiology, 2005 – 2006
Previous Practice:  East Lansing, MI, 2001 – 2006
Address:  3210 Eagle Run Dr., Ste. 200, Grand Rapids, MI, 49525, 
364-5228
Sponsor:  Stephen B. Rupp, MD

new MeMBers
Kent County Medical Society
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WE’vE MovED!
ThE KCMS hAS A NEW oFFiCE

Kent County Medical Society
234 Division Ave. N, Suite 400   
Grand Rapids, Mi 49503
Phone 616.458.4157    Fax 616.458.3305
www.kcms.org





KCMS PRESiDENT-ELECT
Thomas h. Peterson, MD was elected president-elect at the Kent 
County Medical Society’s Annual meeting on January 9, 2007.

Born in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Doctor Peterson received his medical de-
gree in 1987 from the American University of  the Caribbean.  He took 
his internship and residency program in pediatrics at Saint John Hospital 
in Detroit, and is board certified.

Doctor Peterson has been a member of  KCMS since 1990, and is a 
member of  the Michigan State Medical Society, the American Medical 
Association, and a Fellow in the American Academy of  Pediatrics.  He 
currently is the Medical Director of  Spectrum Health’s Healthier Com-
munities and Quality at Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.  He is also the 
founder and chair of  Tobacco Free Partners.
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Family Security and Coverage Has Never been Easier.

Special Group Rates for members of
KCMS and/or KCOA!

(616) 942-5480

www.crosbyhenry.com
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DoCToRS iN ThE NEWS
Ann Renucci, MD with Verdier Eye Center PLC, has become a Fellow of  the American College of  Surgeons.



MEDICAL OFFICE SPACE

CALL (616) 957-4733

For more  information, please contact Prime Development: 

Phone: (616) 957-4733  Fax: (616) 957-4629          

Email: prime@prime-development.com     Website: www.prime-development.com 

Mark A. Baker, CCIM 

Big Rapids
Adjacent to Ferris State University 
Current medical tenants include Metron Home 
Health Care, Evergreen Physical Therapy and 
Renal Dialysis Center 
Competitive lease rates 
Also available-land for new construction 

           Denise J. Chumas           

NE Grand Rapids
Occupy current space or build-to-suit 
Over 130 parking spaces and on a bus-line 
2,400 to 12,900 sq. ft. 
 Close to I-96 and Us-131 
Great for a medical practice 

John P. Francis, CCIM 

Cutlerville
Spectrum Health South Pavilion  
Located near US-131 & M-6 interchange 
Suites range from 2,000 to 5,805 sq. ft.
Time share also available
Competitive rental rate includes utilities, medical 
waste services, improvement allowance & most 
occupancy costs 

John P. Francis, CCIM 
Denise J. Chumas 

SE Grand Rapids
Assessable to US-131, Broadmoor (M-37) & M-6 
Very well maintained medical building with 
three primary care providers 
Suites sizes range from 1,700 to 3,700 sq. ft. 
First or second floor suites available 
Approx. 70,000 households in a 3-mile radius 

Denise J. Chumas 

Near East Grand Rapids

2,560 square foot medical suite for lease 
Office is split into nine exam rooms and 
large waiting area 
Close to East Grand Rapids 
Located across from Breton Village Mall 

Denise Chumas or Mark Baker, CCIM 

SE Grand Rapids
Forest Hill Avenue at Cascade Road 
Located just east of I-96 interchange 
From 2,722 to 5,444 square feet available 
Perimeter offices 
Ready to move-in 
First floor suite with  windows on three sides 



You’ve got bigger 
things on your mind 
than banking.  
We don’t.

per son  to  pe r son
51 ionia avenue sw  grand rapids, mi 49503   
616.454.0156   tboh.com



CoRRECTioNS To DiRECToRy LiSTiNGS:

Aldridge, MD, Charles W., Jr. (R) (Catherine)      OBG         
Change address & phone
3391 Prairie SW Rose Garden                       *831-2278
Grandville  49418  (Res)
e-mail: cwacaa@comcast.net

Clegg, Do, bradley                 correct Fax #  252-1599

Coretti, Do, James h. (R )             
6965 Wilermere                     
Rockford 49341 (Res)

Dalton, Do, Davis                   change Specialty to GYN

Gillett, MD, Frederick S.                    last name misspelled

Gribbin, MD, Denise D.     change office address & phone
80 68th St SE, 48                               281-6312
PO Box 165, 01                                      Fax: 281-6459

Grof, Do, Michael W.                      change address only
2450 44th St. SE #207, 12

hamersma, MD, John      change office address and phone
1900 Wealthy St SE #150, 06                         459-3158
              *774-7399
        Fax: 459-4714

henne, MD, Timothy                        correct office phone
                459-8515

hiesterman, Do, heather    last name changed to Carlson

Kim, MD, youn S. (L)                                      
2500 Breton Woods Dr SE #2032, 12         new address

Lee, MD, Gerald R.                change office phone number
                                                                       391-6236

Lovell, iii, Randy F.R,            correct office phone number
                                                                       774-9515

o’Donnell, MD, John           new office address & phones
21 Michigan St NE, #525, 03                         391-3775
        Fax: 391-3130

Puri, MD, Suresh                               correct fax number         
                956-5955, same as phone

Sevensma, Do, Karlin                       correct Back Line     
              *667-1400

van otteren, MD, Gordon F.     correct home phone number
                453-1661

vander Laan, MD, Ronald      correct office phone & fax
                974-4567
                                                    Fax: 974-4569

AIRWAY     OXYGEN,   INC.
Home Medical & Rehabilitation Equipment

with other locations in:
Battle Creek   •   Benton Harbor   •   Cadillac   •   Coldwater   •   Hastings  •  Holland   •   Kalamazoo

Lansing   •   Mt. Pleasant   •   Muskegon   •   Petoskey   •   Traverse City   •   Warsaw, IN

2935 Madison SE
Grand Rapids

2955 Clydon SW
Wyoming

Do you snore?
Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA)  is a serious,
potentially life-altering and life threatening condition
that is easily identified and can be effectively treated.

616.247.3900 • 800.632.0730
Monday - Friday  8 am to 5 pm
Saturday  8:30 am to 12 noon

airwayoxygeninc.com

Compact. Comfort. Compliance.
The S8 / Mirage Swift Treatment System goes
     where you go. From the best name in
          quality sleep products, comes the
             smallest CPAP treatment system on
          the market.

Team up with Airway Oxygen, Inc.
Your hometown medical equipment company.
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Kent County MediCal soCiety

CLASSIFIED AD

Downtown Medical Office: 712 square foot suite in 
St Mary’s Professional Office Building. 3 exam rooms, 
office, waiting area. Some equipment available. Ad-
ditional space possible. Direct access to hospital. Call 
Tom Wiarda at S J Wisinski & Co. 616-942-8877. 





Whether it’s medicine or banking, everyone’s needs
are different. 

That’s why at Founders Bank & Trust, we listen to
you and find the banking solutions that fit. 

No two patients are the same.

616 956-9030           
www.foundersbt.com

MEMBER F.D.I.C.

Kent County Medical Society
234 Division Avenue N, Suite 400
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2532
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